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Office Memotandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Assistant ulrector, L DATE:18 February 1943

FROM : Zhief, Far East/Pacific Brench : R I .

SUBJECT: Additional information on iorth Korea developments

l. Confirming our conversstion yesbterday afternoon, I gave you this
summary of recent developments in Norsh Barea for your use in replying to Gemeral

Wright's inquiry:
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On 7 and 8 Februery, sie Forth Korean radio at Pyongyang made
these two announcemenss in the name of the North Kores People's
Council (the lopislative organ) and Committee (the executive orgen)s:

(1) The NKP t‘ouncil has ecompleted a draft constitution for: lorea,
to be adopted by loumcil in mid=March after publlc congider
ation and discussiony i

(2) Establishment o’ the Xerean People's Army was proclaimgu and
that Army's demonstration in Pyongyang was described im
dramatic, inflameatory language. . ;

The above announcements were, on the surface, completely Korean-
inspired; there wae no hint that the USSR had oEenlz engineeéred or
endorsed them., (CIA was fully aware, as witness our ourrent
reporting and prediotions, that these moves were pending and that
the USSR was pullirg prectieelly all the strings behind scenes.)
It was believed extremely important that both Army and dreft
constitution anplied %o Korea as a whole, not just North Korea.

US news correspondents jumped on the two arhouncements and built
rather. sensationel news items around them., i'hile we were mot
absolutely sure as of vesterday afternoon, it looked like much
of their supplementacry information and estimates were galncd rom
discussions with Hodge or his advisers. :

Lcoording to 4P, we pointed out, "broadoasts said the regime would
one day embrace all Korea, with Seoul as its capital.” lie sireed

to the first part of %this, although the newsmen were prematere in

calling it a "regire' since the constitution had not been adopted

as they olaimed; as Gto the referehce to Seoul, we suspeoted that

this was an interpolation by the newsmen.

Since the time of +ha WNorth Korean amnouncements, about the only
reporting on developments im that zone transmitted by Genersl
Hodge's establishment wes a eonfirmation of the Army demonstrations
in Pyongyang, a5 witnesssd by the US liaison officer there, (This
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should not be regarded as s reporting deficiency; Hodge's people
have long been forecasting bthese developments and both their and
our estimates have advanced far beyond the present events,)

2. The following additional information has been received by FE/? since
the opening of business this morning:

ae According to FBIB, the North Korean radio broadcast the full text
of the "Draft of provisiomal constitution of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea." The following points are noteworthy: -

(1) Article 101 reads: "Seoul shall be the capital of the Democratic
Peoples Republio of Korea, However, pending the formation of a
united govermment, Pyongyang shall be the capital,”

(2) The framework of the draft constitution, and of the govern-
mental structure provided by it, is completely of Soviet flavor.
It looks like that of a miniature Soviet republic,

(3) There is no territorisl limitation in the draft constitution;
it thus would cover any pert of Korea that subsequently is
incorporated into the "Democratic People's Republic ofjﬁorea.”

b. According to a 16 February telegrsm from US Political Adviser Jecobs
in Seoul, Hodge did in fact have en informal press conference with
US news correspondents, Iodge noted as "very significent events” the
establishment of the. "Peoples Army of Korea® and the publiocation of
a "constitution of all Korea," and clearly implied that these were
not in accordance with the spirit or letter of internationdl agree-
ments. Hodge also termed "interesting" the constitutionts 'designa=
tion of Seoul as the kerean capital. He added, with referdnce to
the Army, that (&) its oreation "has been going on for many months,”
(b) "we have ample information that this Army is equipped with Soviet
equipment," and (c¢) "creation of this Army is certainly a ¥iolation
of the Moscow decision.” : :

25X1A

Captain, USKN
Chief, Far East/Pacific Branch
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Assiptant Direotor, R & E 18 February 1048
Ohief, Par Bast/Pacifio Branch

Additional information en North Ferea developments

1. ﬁmﬂ.m&ng our conversation yesterday afterncon, I gave you this
swmnary of recent developments in North Korea for your use in replying to Gensral

Wright's inguiry:

e

On 7 and 8 February, the North Korsan radio at Pyomgynig made
these two ammouncemepts in the name of the North Kerse People's

‘Gounoil (the legislative orgam) and Commitise (the s‘xee;utive: organ)s

|
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{1) The NXP Council has completed a draft comstitution for Kores,
" %o bs adopted by Coumcil in mid-March after public oconsider-

atiop apnd digoussion; , _ _ L
{2) ERatablishment of the Korean People's Army was proolaimed and
St Aray's demonstratlien In Pyongyang was desoribed in
dramatis, {nfiammatory language. ”

The above snpouncements were, on the surfacs, completely Korean-
imspired; there was no himt $hat The UEOY Tad gpenly enmgineored or
sndgrsed them, (CIA wag fully aware, as witness our ourrent
reporting and predictions, that these moves were pending and that
the USSR was pullipg practioally all the strings behind soenes.)
It was believed extremely important that both Army and draft
sonstitution applied to Xeres as a whole, not just North Xorea,

U8 mews obrrespéndents jumped on the two srmouncements and built
ratder, sensational news items mround them, While we were not
sbeglutely sure as of yesterday aftermoon, it locked 1ike much
of their pupplementary information and estimates ware galned from
disoussions with Eodge or his advisers,

According to AP, we {Qil‘bﬁd out, "broadoasts seld the ;}egimj would
ens day embrace all Xorea, with Seoul as its eapitel.,” We agreed

e the ﬁ*-,t‘zgrtﬁf‘th{% although the newsmen were premature in

oalling 1% o "regime® sinee the constitution had not been adopted

ss they olaimed; as to the reference to Seoul, we suspected that

‘this was an interpslation by the newsmen,

Ap

Singe the time of the Forth Korean announdements, sbout the only
regerting on develgpments in that sone transmitied by Genmeral
Hodge's eptablighment was a confirmation of the Army demonstrations
tn Pyongyang, ns witneesed by the US liaison officer there, (This
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should net be regarded ps a reperting deficlency; ﬁoago ts people
Bawe Jong bDeen farecasting these developments and both theip and
our eytisates have sdvanced far beyond the present twn’eh)

L 1Y ﬂw f#ilw.tng additions] infermation has been received by Y!ﬂ iinao
the opening of mmm thiz morning:

L Mﬁi to FBIB, the Yerth Korean radio brosdoast the fuli text
l'!gﬂfﬁ of wmiah%al soustitution of the ﬁamura‘aim” Feople's
' mm:c of Yorea,” The following points are noteworthy:

(1) Aridels 101 veades "Booul shall be the capital of the Democoratio

hﬁﬁw Repulilio of Forea, Nowever, pending the Tormation of a
4 govermment, Pyongysug shall be the capital.”

{2) fremework of the draft consbitution, and of the govern-
mhl wtrugbure provided by 1¢, 1s sompletely of Soviet flavor.
% 300ks like that of o mimiature Soviet jepublic.

{3) There is no territorial limitation in the draft eonetibution;
1t ¥hue would cover . part of Xorea that subsequently ie
inoerporated into the “Demesratio People's Republic of Torea,”

be Aosording 4o a 18 Februery telegram fres US Peliticsl Mﬁwr Jaooba
in M, Bodge did in ﬁ‘mt have sn informal press oonferense with

w porrespondenta. FHodge noted as "wery signifiesant oyseﬁtc" the
sstablisbpent of the "Pegples t::z of Xorva™ and ﬁho publiogtion of
» ®*sonstitution of 4ll %m&. olearly Lmplied that thegs were

not 13 agsordence with the spirit or letter iaberpationa] agree-

wents, Hodge alwe Serned "interssting® the nmdhﬂm*u Josigna-

tien of Seoyl an $he Xorean capital, Be ndded, with referemce o

the w; that () Lte sreation "has been going om for many months,"

{5} %we Bave ample informstion that this Army is eguipped with Soviet

:&mﬁ * and (&) ‘awuum of this Army iz eertainly a violation
of the m#” ﬁﬁﬁt“. 25X1A
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Onief, Par Bast/Macific Branch
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informstion on Horth Korea indiocates the

Pyongyang draft eonstitution does in fact provide
that the Forean capital will ultimately be in Seoul,
You may went to pase this om to. General Viright,
together vith other datm given in paragraph 2 of the

attached memorm?dm, | / . ,A-f/'
/‘M te” f ’/!{w H§ é,f?
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